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Weathercast With Albert Thomas Jr. Preview of 
the week posted Tuesdays. Preview of the weekend 
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SATURDAY
Sunny

HI 51    LO 30

SUNDAY
Increasing clouds
HI 56    LO 48

MONDAY
Showers likely

HI 64    LO 71

Shotgun houses set for restoration
By Brie Handgraaf
bhandgraaf@wilsontimes.com 
252-265-7821

Tiny houses have gained 
popularity in recent years, but 
two Wilson natives are work-
ing to restore several shotgun 
houses, which made the ef-
ficient use of a small floorplan 
cool more than a century ago. 

“When the East Wilson His-
toric District was nominated in 
1988, there were 301 shotgun 
houses in Wilson and now 

there are only 88 left,” said 
Monica T. Davis. “They were 
built when the tobacco indus-
try was flourishing because 
shotgun houses could be built 
compactly with so many on 
a lot, which was good for the 
working-class people of the 
time.”

Davis, a 2005 graduate of 
Fike High School, is a graduate 
student in interior architecture 
and historic preservaton at the 
University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro. She recently 

teamed up with Antonio M. 
Jenkins, owner of Tee O’s 
Luxury Renovations, to pur-
chase five properties and two 
undeveloped lots on Ash Street 
and Narrow Way. 

The duo started working on 
plans to bring back the shot-
gun floorplans and restore 
some of the homes’ original 
features. However, when they 
talked to city officials about 
separating two of the parcels, 

Kearney 
Construction 
owner Kenneth 
Kearney 
removes 
rotted wood 
Wednesday 
from the 
roof line of 
a shotgun 
house being 
renovated on 
Ash Street. 
Brie Handgraaf | 
TimesSee RESTORATION, Page 3A

Winter lights brighter than ever

Wilson County Extension Master Gardeners member Linda May stands near the Sugar Plum Fairy at the end of the new 225-foot concrete 
walkway added to the Wilson Botanical Gardens for Wilson Winter Lights. Drew C. Wilson | Times

Colorful 
display returns 
for 6th year
By Drew C. Wilson
dwilson@wilsontimes.com 
252-265-7818

Voltaic volunteers charged 
with stringing wire, chang-
ing lightbulbs, testing circuit 
breakers and toting extension 
cords have transformed the 
Wilson Botanical Gardens for 
Wilson Winter Lights.

Thursday was opening night 
for the annual Wilson Botani-

cal Gardens fundraiser.
Visitors surely noticed the 

level ground they were walk-
ing on, as a five-foot-wide, 
225-foot-long concrete walk-
way stretched through the 
heart of the gardens.

Cyndi Lauderdale, executive 
director of the Wilson Botani-
cal Gardens, said last year’s 
Wilson Winter Lights display 
funded the $8,000 project. 

“I think it will be an im-
proved experience for all,” 
Lauderdale said.

This is the sixth year for Wil-
son Winter Lights.

“In our first few years, we 
only decorated the children’s The Wilson Winter Lights display opened Thursday at the Wilson 

Botanical Gardens with a new 225-foot concrete walkway paid for 
with funds from last year’s event. Drew C. Wilson | TimesSee LIGHTS, Page 3A

Holding 
won’t seek 
reelection 
to Congress  
From staff and wire reports

Rep. George Holding an-
nounced his decision not to 

run for reelection 
Friday, citing 
newly redrawn 
congressional 
maps as part of 
the reasoning.

“I just don’t see 
an opportunity 
to win in the dis-
trict that’s been 
drawn for me,” 
Holding said.

Holding, a for-
mer U.S. attor-
ney for eastern 
North Carolina 
and scion of a 
prominent bank-

ing family, was elected to the 
U.S. House in 2012, the first 
election after the first redis-
tricting occurred this decade 
in the states. Congressional 
lines have been adjusted 
twice since then — once after 
courts determined unlawful 
racial gerrymandering oc-
curred and the other this fall 
when judges said partisan 
gerrymandering probably 
happened.

The 2nd District had in-
cluded parts of Wilson, Nash, 
Johnston, Harnett, Franklin 
and Wake counties, but legis-
lators drew a new map in No-
vember that puts all of Hold-
ing’s district in Wake County. 
A three-judge panel on Mon-
day ruled the maps would 
stand for the upcoming elec-
tion, but officials believe new 
maps will be drawn for 2022 
with the potential creation of 
a 14th U.S. House seat fol-
lowing the 2020 census.

Butterfield

Holding

See HOLDING, Page 2A
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garden,” Lauderdale said. 
The fundraiser was so 

successful that organiz-
ers were able to establish 
the STEM Garden.

“Now the event runs 
through the STEM Gar-
den, the Heritage Garden 
and the Children’s Gar-
den,” Lauderdale said.

The event gets help 
from the junior ROTC 
programs at Fike and 
Hunt high schools, the 
Beddingfield High horti-
culture students and the 
Wilson Youth Council.

“We also have three 
committees to work on 
parking and ticketing 
and things like that,” 
Lauderdale said. “We re-
ally tried hard to improve 
in all areas from last year.

Beddingfield students 
last year adopted the 
event concessions but 
also decorate the Frosty 
Forest. 

They are the only 
group that decorates be-
side the master garden-
ers,” Lauderdale said.   

“We do have a lot of 
community sponsors that 
partner with us to allow 
us to decorate each area,” 

she added. “This could 
not be done without the 
volunteers. So for them 
to take so much time 
away during a very busy 
season just really pulls at 
my heartstrings and I just 
really appreciate all that 
they do.”

Sandy Goetz and Bren-
da Simpson, both Wilson 
County Extension Master 
Gardeners members, 
co-chair the event com-
mittee.

“I am hoping that San-
ta’s Snow Globes is going 
to be a big hit for Santa 
and all the little kids who 
visit him,” said Goetz, 
who has volunteered 
to help set up the event 
for the last six years. 
Goetz has been a master 
gardener for the last 18 
years. “We kind of kicked 
it up a notch, so hope-
fully it will feel like the 
effect of being in a snow 
globe.”

“We are always adding 
more lights and we try 
to switch it up to make 
it a little different every 
year,” Goetz said. “Every-
body looks for the Wish 
Tree. There will be a 
mailbox next to the Wish 
Tree with pens and tags 

and then you make your 
little wish and hang it on 
the tree.”

People always want to 
know how many lights 
there are.

“It’s thousands and 
thousands,” Goetz said. 
“We have 16 sponsored 
areas which are all sold 
out and all of them have 
probably close to 1,000 
on each one. It’s just 
amazing. It’s thousands 
and thousands, that’s for 
sure.”

Wilson Winter Lights 
are up from 6-9 p.m. 
Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday and Dec. 12-16 
at the Wilson Botanical 
Gardens behind the Wil-
son County Agricultural 
Center. 

Admission is $5 per 
person.

Lauderdale expects big 
crowds this year.

“We have taken that 
into our thoughts into 
parking and things like 
that. We expect large 
crowds. If you can come 
on an off day during the 
week, we have Thurs-
days and Monday nights, 
those days tend to have 
less people,” Lauderdale 
said.

continued from page 1A

Lights: ‘Pulls at my heartstrings’

they learned two of the houses on Nar-
row Way had outstanding permits for 
demolition. 

Davis and Jenkins got to work, pre-
senting staff with a scope of work and 
getting a grace period to make prog-
ress and save the homes from demoli-
tion. Since then, work has begun on the 
first of the houses at 132 Ash St., which 
was built in 1910 and has one bedroom.

“The lawn was very unkept and you 
couldn’t event see the shotgun  house 
because of the overgrowth, so we cut 
that down,” Davis said. “We had some 
lead-based issues on the front of the 
house, so that was taken care of. The 
addition on the back of the home has 
been started and we have gutted the 
inside to restore features like the origi-
nal tongue-and-groove flooring and a 
beadboard ceiling. All that was covered 
up by previous owners, so we’re work-
ing on revitalizing that.”

Jenkins, who graduated from Bed-
dingfield in 2006, said he expects each 
house to take a few months to com-
plete. Davis was awarded the Atlantic 
World Research Network Graduate 
Student Research Grant that will help 
with the effort and 10 students in a 
preservation class from UNC-G will 
pitch in this May.

“They are going to restore some 
original windows,” Davis said. “They’ll 

clean some brick pillars and put in 
some old salvaged wood doors. We’ll 
also have a demonstration for them on 
how to install plaster.”

The owner of Rinascita Designs said 
she’s worked with a restoration spe-
cialist who is confident the restoration 
work will qualify for tax credits.

“The renovations will cost between 
$25,000 and $30,000,” Jenkins said. 
“The first one appraised at $51,000 and 
after the repairs, I would say it’ll be val-
ued around $150,000.”

The plan is to rent the houses for the 
first five years to comply with the tax 
credits, but ultimately Davis said she 
wants to sell them.

“We created a nonprofit organiza-
tion called Rebirthing Our Cultural 
Kington Foundation with the goal to 
teach African Americans in this district 
and throughout Wilson about home-
ownership,” she said. “Many of these 
have been rental properties for over 40 
years, but we want to encourage people 
to be financially literate and work to-
ward owning a home.”

Davis also hopes her work helps 
educate people on the history of east 
Wilson and spurs others to invest in the 
area.

“If the people who are living in that 
neighborhood see we’re from here and 
have hope, maybe it’ll help change 
their mindset and improve the historic 
district,” she said.

continued from page 1A

Restoration: ‘Change their mindset’

Antonio M. 
Jenkins and 
Monica T. 
Davis have 
teamed 
up to 
restore five 
historic 
shotgun 
houses 
in east 
Wilson, 
including 
these 
on Ash 
Street. Brie 
Handgraaf | 
Times

New art for 
downtown
Ronnie Boykin of 
243-Sign installs art-
work by Frances Perry 
on recycling and refuse 
bins Wednesday on Nash 
Street. According to Su-
san Kellum, downtown 
marketing and commu-
nications coordinator 
for Wilson, about four 
dozen artworks are being 
applied to the bins down-
town. All the artists either 
live in Wilson or work in 
Wilson. The project was 
coordinated by Wilson 
Downtown Development, 
city of Wilson Environ-
mental Services and the 
Arts Council of Wilson. 
Drew C. Wilson | Times 

Students honored at banquet
The Wilson Soil and Water Conservation District held its annual awards ban-
quet Tuesday at the Wilson County Agricultural Center. Area students from 
third to eighth grade received awards for their accomplishments in the annual 
essay, poster, speech and slide presentation contest. The theme this year was 
“Wetlands are Wonderful.” Pictured in the first row, from left, are Gretchen 
Daniel, Adron Edwards, Kathryn Snow, Dawson Nelson, Gavin Cone, Jason 
Renfrew and Nathan Skinner. In the second row are Walton Burnworth, Noah 
Bailey, Jordan Batchelor, Hannah Tyson, Taylin Burford, Lydia Denton, Michael 
Brewer and Colin Stronach. In the third row are Rocco Varnell, Anna Jane 
Whitley, Callie Mooring, Trent Nichols, Elena Minter and Sylvia Cooper. Not 
pictured is Darby Davis. Contributed photo
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Voted Wilson’s Favorite Place to Buy Jewelry 2019
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Announcing
The 31st Annual Luminary 

And Candle Lighting Ceremony
Please Join Us In The Chapel At

 Thomas Yelverton At Evergreen Memorial Park

Tuesday December 10, 2019 at 6:00pm
Luminaries Available For Pick Up 8 a.m. -  3 p.m. 

At the Tent Next To The Old Cemetery Office.
 Your Donation Of  Canned Food For Hope Station Or Animal 

Food For Local Animal Rescue Groups Will Be Appreciated.

Please Share This With Your Family & Friends
Rain Date Wednesday 

December 11, 2019
Thomas-Yelverton At 

Evergreen Memorial Park
2704 Nash Street North 

Wilson, NC 27896
252-243-4100 • 252-291-1534
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